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pEcity in a murder. He was released, but could not induce the
Spanish authorities to use him in their projects of mining de-
velopment in the Sierra Morena. He travelled about Spain, and
was interested in the Roman ruins. At Saragossa he had a term
in prison, and began to write his History of the Venetian Govern-
ment. From Saragossa he went to Barcelona, to the south of
France and into Italy, and wandered about Italy and Dalmatia.
He procured a pardon from the Venetian Inquisition, and
settled down in Venice, his old home. It was now the year 1774,
and he was forty-nine years old, and there the Memoires end.
For over thirty years he had been a parasite, licentious,
extravagant, reckless. Now he was middle-aged and had to
earn his living. He became a spy under the Venetian Inquisi-
tion, and remained in the service for nine years. The business
of a spy was to assist the Inquisitors in preserving the morals
of Venice and extirpating scoundrelism. Casanova was, it
seems, an active and conscientious spy, and obtained some
promotion in the service, but in 1780 he was retired. He
remained at Venice, earning a living by literary work, trans-
lating Homer, contributing short poems to journals, working
for the stage, and writing a novel, which was published in 1782
under the title of Venetian Anecdotes. He lived poorly, but
his two brothers, the successful painters, the one at Dresden
and the other at Vienna, may have helped him. For a year
he obtained the post of secretary to the Venetian Ambassador
at Vienna, and at a dinner-party met Joseph Charles Eramatniel,
Count of Waldstein-Wurtemberg, nephew of the Prince de
Ligne, and a descendant of the Wallenstein of tie Thirty Years
War. Waldstein, rich, extravagant, impetuous, invited Casanova
to his castle, Dux, in Bohemia. He did not at once accept,
but stayed on in Vienna, and is mentioned in the Memoires
of da Ponte (the librettist of Mozart's operas) as living there,
no one knew how, but having access to the Court and Joseph II,
advising the Emperor occasionally (or perhaps only once)
on theatrical matters. At last, in 1785, travelling by the rising
spas of Carlsbad and Teplitz, he arrived at Dux,'which became
his headquarters for the rest of his life—thirteen years. The

